


Understanding the role of the judiciary is key to preserving liberty and restoring our 

constitutional foundation. This guide outlines how America’s legal system was designed to 

function, what went wrong, and how you can help advocate for a return to original intent.

The Constitution 
A Quick Primer

and The Courts:  

Constitutional Basis: Article III of the U.S. Constitution establishes the judicial branch.


Limited Power: The Founders designed the courts to interpret, not create law. The judiciary was 

to be the least powerful of the three branches.


Accountability: Judges were expected to be impartial, uphold the law, and operate under the 

authority of the Constitution.

The Original Role of the Judiciary

Definition: The principle that judges should interpret the Constitution based on its meaning at the 

time it was written.


Why It Matters: Originalism limits judicial activism, preserves democratic processes, and respects 

the role of the legislature.


Key Quote: "The Constitution means what it meant when it was adopted." — Justice Antonin Scalia

What Is Original Intent?



Access Additional Resources at: www.jagf.org

Want to Keep Praying? 

Judicial Activism vs. Judicial Restraint

Judicial Activism

Judges make new laws through rulings


Based on evolving views or outcomes


Undermines democratic processes


Judges interpret existing laws and defer to the Constitution


Based on original meaning and precedent


Respects separation of powers


Judicial Restraint

Roe v. Wade (1973): Invented a constitutional right to abortion without constitutional text.


Obergefell v. Hodges (2015): Rewrote marriage law, by passing state legislatures.


Modern Implication: Judicial decisions often expand government power and redefine rights 

without public consent

Key Cases in Judicial Overreach

� Judicial rulings affect religious liberty, family, education, speech, and life�

� Judges often serve for life. One appointment can shape law for decades�

� Citizens must understand, pray for, and hold the judiciary accountable.

Why it matters today

what you can DO

Pray: Use our website & resources to intercede for judicial leaders.


Educate: Share this resource with your church, group, or school.


Engage: Follow The Judicial Action Group Foundation to stay informed on judicial nominations, rulings, 

and action opportunities.
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